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Of the fourth part, which pursues the theme under nearly the same 
rubrics as the two foregoing, I will note only what it says about the 
death of Christ. Speaking of the view prevailing in the common 
circles of the early Christianity after it passed out from beneath the 
personal influence of the apostles, Titius says : " The original Christian 
reference of the death of Christ to the propitiation of sin has become 
uncertain. There are circles in which this reference is wholly lacking. 
There are others which hold fast to the relation of the death of Christ 
to baptism, and derive the sin-forgiving power of this sacrament 
from it, but know nothing of a relation of that death to the continuous 

sinfulness of Christians In Ignatius there are again strong 

references of the death of Christ to forgiveness, and here the influence 
of Hebrews may be traced. Hebrews took up again the original 
apostolic reference of the death of Christ to the forgiveness of sins, 
perfected it, and made it influential in a way the effects of which are 
plainly traceable in the documents of this period" (p. 173). 

Altogether, then, the work shows a great advance in objectivity and 
comprehensiveness upon many of the workers in the field of biblical 
theology, who have often been so "undogmatic" that they have failed 
to see the peculiar character of the whole evangelical period. Titius 
is certainly as "free" as any of them; but has vastly more sense of 
what will ultimately be clearer yet, the essential unity of the New Tes- 
tament period. For a rich mine of special and detailed discussions 
we know no recent work superior to this. It is indispensable to the 
thorough student. Frank Hugh Fqster 

Berkeley, Cal. 

De Heilige Doop naar het Nieuwe Testament. Door G. 
Vellinga. Utrecht: Kemink en Zoon, 1901. Pp. 88. 
F. 0.90. 

This is not an interesting book to read. Its style is scrappy, and 
it contains a great many minute distinctions which are altogether 
needless. There is also much repetition, and several of the sentences 
are not grammatically constructed. 

The matter of the book, although the book is not a great one, is 
much superior to its form. The author is a good scholar, and deals 
with every passage in the New Testament that bears upon his subject. 

The book has five chapters, entitled (1) "Matthew 28: 19;" (2) 
"The Gospels;" (3) "The Acts;" (4) "The Epistles;" (5) "Baptism 
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according to the New Testament." Chaps. 2, 3, and 4 amplify and 
elucidate the conclusions obtained from a careful study of Matt. 
28 : 19, and the last chapter is a summary of obtained results. Of 
Matt. 28 : 19 the author says that /Sanri^av and 8i8a<r/c«v are co-ordi- 
nate and are the subject of \wBt\Teiu.v. Baptism as an institution is a 
command of Jesus Christ. It must be administered to all who profess 
belief in him. Its effect is that it puts the person baptized into a new 
relation to God. It incorporates him into the church, but does not 
change his nature. It has absolutely no mystical value. Baptism 
may be defined as a pledge of repentance on the part of the sinner, 
and a promise of forgiveness on the part of God. Neither the signifi- 
cance of baptism nor the practice in the New Testament justifies the 
baptism of children. 

The person who performs the act of baptism must be a believer in 
Jesus. It was usually left to evangelists and helpers, and is inferior in 
importance to the work of teaching. The material used was water, 
and the form was generally immersion, but in some cases immersion 
is hardly conceivable. Our modern baptismal formula is incorrect. 
In Matt. 28 : 19, with which it is connected, we do not read iv r<p 6v6- 
Itan, but els to oVo/xa ; it is nowhere used in the New Testament ; and 
since baptism is commanded by Jesus, it can be done only in his 
name. " I baptize thee in the name of Jesus Christ unto God, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit," would be more nearly correct. 

Gerald D. Heuver. 
Wenona, III. 

The Church (Ecclesia). By George Dana Boardman. New 
York: Scribner, 1901. Pp. 217. $1.50. 

The author of this book traces in a simple, lucid way the evolution 
of the apostolic church. He carefully ascertains and states just what 
the New Testament says — no more, no less — and sharply discriminates 
between what Scripture declares and inference from Scripture. He 
holds that the mission of the church is " to serve God by serving man," 
but that the church, up to the present time, "compared with her mis- 
sion and resources," has been " a tragic failure." To secure success, she 
must have a clearer view of her mission, must readjust her methods, 
and follow Jesus as her only captain. While ritual and creed are 
important, the pre-eminent need is Christ-like work for men. 

Several modern problems that confront the church are discussed in 
an interesting way; such as church membership, baptism, the Lord's 



